Thymoma in a Royal Air Force pilot--an unusual cause of chest pain.
The case history of a pilot with an anterior mediastinal tumor is described. Histology showed this to be a lymphocytic thymoma. An associated peripheral T-cell lymphocytosis was present; total white cell count (WCC) was elevated for 7 years prior to diagnosis and continued for 2 years post-resection. This has not been previously described in association with a cytologically benign non-invasive thymoma. The pathology of thymomas and the implications in this case are discussed.